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Studying the Bible in its Books. No one who has tried to study the Bible 
merely in selected passages has ever found half the richness and beauty in the 
Sacred Volume until he has gone on to the investigation of the Bible by books. 
The study of one book of it as a whole, by itself, has proved to be of wonder- 
ful interest. The Rev. Dr. J. B. Young of Kansas City, Mo., has published a 
model book-study of this sort, on the Epistle to the Philippians. He has pre- 
faced the work with an introduction from which the following extracts are 
made : " The Bible becomes a new volume, and each particular book in the 
sacred canon gives forth new meaning to him who pursues such methods as I 
have been hinting at in this note. Most of the books of Scripture are suscep- 
tible of clear, striking, structural analysis which one may easily retain in mind, 
and with the outline, the general significance and inner message of the book 
itself. For example, what new vitality and system appear in the first book of 
the Bible when one finds out that the book is built on six great pillars, each 
pillar a name, and each nanie connected with some pivotal fact or principle in 
human history — Adam, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph. When the 
localities connected with these names have been fixed on the map and in mind ; 
when the journeys have been followed until they are indelibly printed on the 
memory ; when the adventures, traits, words, and deeds of these patriarchal 
characters have been pondered, and their relation to each other and to the 
work of redemption has been outlined — then what a new book Genesis be- 
comes ! For all time and to all eternity in its plan, scope, and significance, it 
assumes a new guise and takes on fresh power, and is transformed into a 
scriptural landmark that can never be lost sight of. The difference between 
such a method as this and the ordinary way, if any plan at all is followed, of 
reading Genesis through, and noting here and there perhaps some scattered 
incidents and making now and then some homiletical comment, is almost 
measureless. The preacher who will take up Genesis after this fashion, and 
seek to master the book — not to get a sermon out of it, not to find a text in it, 
not to gather homiletical matter, but with the definite aim of finding out the 
drift, meaning, structure, and aim of the book itself— will find, after a while, 
scores of sermons efflorescing, scores of sermon-plans crystallizing and vital- 
izing, hosts of stimulating thoughts flocking through his brain and crying for 
utterance." 

The Best Books on Revelation. Professor A. B. Davidson, the learned 
and brilliant biblical scholar has been answering an inquiry as to the best com- 
mentaries on the book of Revelation in the Expository Times. The substance 
of his reply is as follows : " Every commentary on the Revelation contains a 
theory of the book, and these theories are as numerous as the stars, and as far 
away from one another as the poles. . Without fear one may say that good 
books on the Seven Churches are Trench, Marcus Dods and Plumptre. Not 
very profound but useful practical lectures on the Revelation are those of 



